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To Hu Sacred MATFE STT, 


CHARLES 


By the Grace f GOD, 
"of Great-Britain, France, and Ireland 


KING, 


Defender of the F hd P 


May it pleaſe Your Moſt Excellent Majeſty , 


Neouraged by the Prode- 
® mation Your Majeſty was 
\ graciouſly pleaſed to put 
forth ſome Months ra , 
concerning the | 
Trade, and baving ained ſome — 
Experience in that Particular , duri 
my ſlay upon the Coafts of Shotland : 
I preſime bumbly to. offer to Tour Sacred 


tbe followin ds being a 
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eription of That, and the Ad- 
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Joyning Iſlands ; 'the Conveniency of the 
Place; whit covtrſe the Dutch have con- 
tinudlly taken”, in order to heir carrying 
on that great Buſineſs; their Infinite 
Gain'thereupon , "and by what means the 
Indufiry of,-the Enghſh may"repder all 
their Trade thereginconfader, Be- 
ſeeching Tour Majeſty's Graczous Ac- 
ceptance of this ſmall Endeavour , from 
one of the Meaneſt , yet amongſt tbe 
Faitbfulleft of | | 
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Captain John Smith., late, of London, Merchant , his 0b- 
ſeryatiens of the .1ſlands of Orkney end Shotland » with 
the manner of the Hollanders Fiſhing in the Nerth- of 
Narrow Seas, on thoſe Coaſts , and the Coaſt of England 
and Scotland : Which doth truly and. lively'ſet forth the 
great benefit that the Fiſhing Employwents will produce, 


N the year 1633- being then an Apprentice 
to Mr. Matthew Cradock of London Met- 
chant, one of the Society for the Fiſhing- 
Trade of Creat Britain , was ſent to Sea 
by the right Honorable , the Eirl of 
Pewbrook, and Mont gomer) , and his Aſ- 
ſociates, for the diſcovery of th: Iflarid of 

| Shetland, thz manner and way of Tradi 

the Profits M Cuſtoms thereof , the (ceiling a Staplz , pling of 

Store-houſes , th: viewing the 2round on (hove for landing 

drying of Nets , makin? and dry ing of Fiſh , and the building. of 

Block-hovſes for thz ſecurity of Trade ; The manner of the Hol- 

{axders fiſhing for Herring with Buſſes , and other Veſſels for Ling 

and Cod, according to th: Journal kept thereof, is as followeth. 
We ſeal from Graveſend the 27th. of April, 1633. . and 

having Letters from the Earl of Pemrook to Mr, William Dicks 
of Edinburgh in Scotlayd , we direQed our courſe towards Scots 
land; but by teaſon of foul weather was forced into Harwich , and 
ſet ſail. from therice the 30th, Ditro; the wind, not favouring us 
we came to an Anchor in Tarmonth-road, and there going on ſhorg 
was informed , that th: Hollanders Buſſes did drive at Sea for 

Hettings on that Coalt , and that from the Holme before Tar- 

month to Bookneſs in, Scotland , North North-Eaſt is 96 L 

and from Beokneſs to the South end of Shetland Nd, in 

By-Eaſt, about '5 3, Leagues. The fifth of May we et (ail ft 

Yarmonh, and by iire(s of wind was forced into Scarbrough, and 


[2] 
-there going on (hore informed of the Ho{landers Buſſes fiſhi 

on thee Coaſt nd Gat from Scarbrewgh Northward Yam or 
Coneſryin 45- Fathom or thereabouts , in that fair way is uſually 


rt Summer From Scarbrough we ſet (ail 
and'came to ati Ne nk in Scotland the x 3th, Ditto 
where going on ſhore , and from.thence to Edinlwrgb , delivered 
my Letters to Mr. #ill;aw Dicks, who was at that ame Governor 
- oo Iſland of 'Shotlard, and did receive the Revenue of thoſe 

Having received my.Inſtruions and Letters from Mr. Wi/l;ans 
Drcky directed to Mr, James Scot , who lived at that time in. the 
North parts of the Iſlands of Shotland, and was Agent or Deputy 
to the ſaid Williams Dicks. . 

We ſet ſail from Leith, and came to an Anchor at _ in th: 
Iſlands of Orkyey , the 22 Ditto : And becauſe theſe "ate 
very confidetable as to the Fiſhing Trade , I cannot paſs them 'by 
without a brief deſcription thereof, which is as followeth. 

The. Iſlands of Orkyey are 31 , and lye from the North and 
North-Eaſt Point of Scotland ; the firſt and Seuthermolt TNand 15 
called Ethey, but the greateft and chiefeſt' INand of Orkyey 
is calfed, Malard , which lyeth Southermolt” from the Point of 
Catneſs; 6n the North fide of this great Iſland are the MWivens, where 
the Ships come to that Trade in thoſe parts, and to the Iſland called 
Lews, and the Iſlands thereabouts, | 
© The Lewis Iſlands are the INands on the Weſt of Scotland, and 
thoſe Seas, being alſo very conſiderable as to the Fiſhing Trade , 1 
make bold to give account thereof as followeth. 

; Theſe Iſlands lying Weſtward from Scotlend , and tithe North- 
ward of Ireland, are.in number 34. * 

- There are fout great .] that lie near. the . main Land 
but the greateſt and. chiefeft INland is called Lews , which lyet 
Northward From the foteſaid Iſlands; but the Northermoti of all 
the INands which lyeth towards the Orhanes , about ſxtecn Leagues 
frotn Lew, is called Rova ; betwixt Rove and Orkyey lye ſome 
ſmall1ſands. The Iſland Lews lyeth from Shot 4n4 South-Welt 
of more Weſterly .abour g$ Leagues ;. atd from the South end of 
Lew, £0 the Narth-W. bf Ireland is 27 Leavues :. In and be- 
tyeen theſe Iflinds are very good Cour and Hoes f 
x Lewis with the Iſlands belonging to it1ye South andBy-Wed2 


wth South-welt about 29 Leagues, 
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Lihall farcher add to my boldneſs , md $reYoum mental Ws || 

n—_—_ of Fers, . 
po, | n Sherland net _— 
and from &, s 

in number 22. The Sounds and Havens are many. 

The South:rmoſt great Iſland is called Sugdro : on the North fide 
of this Ifland ace ſeveral good Sounds and Havens; - but the bet 
and chiefeſt of all the Havens, and where al the Trade and Mer- 


chandiſe is , is called Tor-MHeves , which lyethon t Iſland 
Strone, But theſe Iſlands being out of my Road , T ſhall revarn to 
my former Diſcourſe on the Coaſt of Orkyey and Shorkovd. 

The South part of Shortland lyeth about 206 Northward 


from the Ifland called Malevd ; but between the INande of Orkney 
and Shortdnd lie two Iſlands , the "one calfed Fair-bill , and the 
other calied Fals; theſe 'two "Wands lye about 10 Leagues one 
from the other, Fuls lyeth North North-Eaft from Fair-hil. 

The Iſland Pair-bil lieth-from the Noth-Eaft point of Orkyey 
about 9 Leagues, and the SouthermoR point of Shotland lyeth from 
Fair-bil North and By-Eaſt about 8 Leagues, and from Fals Eaſt 
and By-South about four Leagues. 

informed .of the manner of the - Hollander Fiſhing fot 
Herrins, Ling, and Cod , with Buſſes and Dogzr-Boxts + bet 
Seas, and the Inhabitants of the Iflends manner and way of Fithi 
we ſet ſail from Cafter , and came to m Anchor by S. 


baad, being the South part of Shorland, the third of _ 
ing 4 (hore 3 {pake with the Good-man of | , one of 'the 
ciuef : of thoſe parts; the ſaid Gentleman other. of the Inha- 


dirants did inform me of their manner of _— with the Haw- 
bur ger: and others; and of the Hollenders Fiſhing for Herting on tha 
Coal, alſo of their Doger-boats that fiſh _ for i Ling a 
Aſter 1 had received Information Pay the Inhabitants of the 
ſeveral Iflands, and the manner of Fiſhing and Trading there', we 
fer favd from thence and came 40 Anchor in - Sound, other- 
re taany Ships. 


wiſe called Byoad-Sownd, a very Harbour, 

may lie Land-lock for all Win | 
Having informed miy ſelf by the- Tnhabitants of thoſe parts of the 

manner” of their Trading and Fiſhing , and he , ——_— 


te Hows Sirkg onthe Cue Wee ai from thence 
ore pant 12 Dirts, 7 wk, outs > wor Fool 


came to an Anchor in Evey 


 3bout 11: or 12 Mcenths, andin that time travelling the ereatet 
part of the Ifland by Sea and Land, did beter ay ours 
_ els converting the manner of Traking /and Fiſhing by the Inhybi- 
tants,.and the Hollanders at SEA. | -* | ns ooo 
- The Land” of Shetlandiyeth North and By-Ealt , and South br. 
South and Welt-about.60 Miles, But their many Iflands belonging - 
t Shot/and , which I thall- have-occafion to mention hereafter. 
That whuch/is moſt: confiderable are the Sounds. and Harbours. 
Og the Welt fide, of the Southward Point of. Shot land , there is 2 
good fdarbour and Saund, called St. Magn , and on the Eaſt fide 
near Sunbrowgh-head 1s a fair Sand-Bay , where there is 200d An- 
churing / in ten. or twelve Fathom ; to the Northward of this lalt 
Sound there is another Sound-called Hambrough-Haver, which is 
a lade-placefor the Hamburgers and Scots; About 9 or 16 Leagues 
from the Southard point of Shor/agd there 18-a Chanel that cunneth 
through the Land, the South part of the; Land divided by the Chanel 
is called Swazberg, the other part ſo divided, of the Northpart, is 
called Laxford; within this C hanel aforeſaid; are ſeveral Sounds or 
Harbours,but the beſt and chiefeſt Sound in Shot land is Brace-Sownd, 
or Broad- Sonnd, as before mentioned ; out of this Sound the' afore» 
ſaid Channel dcth run Northward. | 
. On the North part of Swanberg lieth the high hill of Hang/iw ; 
from the ſaid Ha»glix about 9 Leagues N ard, he: ijome* 
out-Rocks, called th2 Stars ; to the Nocthward of the Stars there 
18 a very good Harbour, called Bloows Sownd ; to the Noxthward. of 
this laſt Sound is another Haven , called Hne-Sewnd ; being 
the, Northernmoſt or North-Eaſt Sound or Hayen belongingto-_the 
Iſland, called Ownſt, : $ #*::;3jd 
- There are other Havens or Sounds which lyeth throngh the Land, 
: and about that part of Sholand calied Laxford ,' and the 
Iſland called Jello, There are alſo other Iſlands and Sounds, which 
for brevitie ake 1 forbear to mention, - + - {| + 11) 1? 
_- - The Merchants which Trade with the Inhabitants of Shot1axd art 
Hamburgers, Breamers, Luberghers, Scots and Engliſh. | -i' + © 
The ctnef Inhabitants of the Iſlands/are' Scots , the meatier or ins 

Ferior ſortare- a mixed people of Danes and Scots, 11 11! 
«The Iflands of Shorlavd, 38 I have been gents 
'King Famer of blefled memory; by the King -0f Dermerk,, with 
Soom tee: being part of her Doyvry | 


Commodities of Sheelend Which the Inhabitants do fat < 
mo 
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moft part, Trade wuhal.is Ling : and; Cod.i/which they ou 
/ oa mee AD ii 84.6 | beige enpak 

| Jars; the Li fell far 3d. ;apicce, «Li 
rl (ae, and is ied 7 Ling ; : if (maller ;-thenuws' 
have two for 6ne, or three for tyyo,,and 140-proportionable; The 
Cod is ſold for 24. the G:/d Cod, and is mealured as the _ [ 
bought of Fiſher-men , the Inhabitants of: the/Iſland called Qunft, 
11655 Guld Ling , and 834 GildCod, ar-34.|the Gild Ling ,and 
24. the Gild Cod ; Which Ling and Cod 'were: taken: by the: faid 
Fiſhermen atſeveral times un their {mall Boats, and brought to my 
Booth, or place of abode every morning as they. were caught-; the 
ſaid Ling and Cod being very good and Merchantable, were ſalted 
aboard the Ship that landed me , and within ſeven weeks after my 
landing, I ſent her for Lendox with the ſaid Fiſh to the-Right Ho- 
norable the Earl of Pembrook,, as by my Books of Account , 'de- 
livered into his hands, and left with him, may appear, 

There is alſo other ſmall Fiſh which the Inhabitants do catch 
with Angles fitting on the Rocks ,1and in their ſmall Boats with 
Houoks and Lines in the Sounds, and between the Illands ; and theſe 
ſmall- fiſh ate-very conſiderable , for although they cannot ſpend 
them by-reaſon of the multitude they take, and have not incuttry 
ro make uſe of them for Tranſportation , yet the Livers' they pre- 
ſerve , and: with the Livers of the Ling and Cod, make | Train- 
Oyle ; irw-re improved, as takine them -with Nets ; -the 
Train-Oyl&g-bſay , would amount to' a-confidergblefum, And it, 
this'increalt of Trade were: carmed through tha whole-Hands ;; ir 
would be agreat encouragement to all Merchants Tracing into thoſe 


ts. 374 1 
"" Thxre were ſeveral other Merchants in the Iſland wehete. I did in« 
habit , that bought Ling and Cod of the Filhegmen ;{ ſo'that the 
quantity- which 1; ſent for England was notabove. the fifth: pars 
taken in that, Iſland: with which the. whole quaritity of fiſh: thay 
was bought by other Merchants -thraaghout the whole 1ands of 
Shot land being added together, would amount to a very conſiderable 
Sum or Quantity, to the lading of many Veſſels \, which might be 
much more improved , and encreaſe Trading thereby , furniſhing 
the Inhabitants with Mony and Commodities, 19 

In the Iflands of Shetland there were Beeves and ſheep ſold-ax 
a very reaſonable rate ; I bought for my own uſe, and the Vitualing 
the —————— —— 
r 


& 
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four Oxzen for 5 /. which were fat , and about the bigneſs 'of the 
malt fort of Catrel we have in land; There were alfo' fat 
am repre p; there were alfo othet 
Cxcatures for food, as Conies and Fowl, But deſiring not to multi- 
ply words, I forbear to mention them. 

The Fuel or Firing if Shorland is Peat and Turf, 

There may be' Salt-Pans (et up ther, and - good Salt made ts 
ſerve all the Futhing Fleet, There are very good: Shores for landing 
and drying of Nets, and making and drying Fiſh, | 

There 1s no Night in the North of Shxland part of two months 
in the year , as June and July. In an Ifland North of Qu»ft, being 
not inhabired , but tockt with wild Cows and Conies , 1 did kill 
with my Birding-piece ten couple of Conies im one night, ſhooting 
from alictle before Sun-ſet to Sun-rifing ,- and it was as light as a 
cloudy Winter-day. 

I do not remember any Froſt or Snow in Shetland ; if any, it' was 
not of long continuance ; the coldeſt weather is by reaſon of great 
Winds in the Winter-quarter, thz wind blowing ſo violent, that ns 
Sh'p dare look on the North-Coalt ; ſo that the people of thoſe 
Ift nds have little- commerce with other Nations m that Quarter. 
1 can'ſpeak by experiznce, being blown down flat to- the ground 
by th2 violence of the wind, was forced to creep on my-hands'and 
knees to the next wall, and going by the wall got into an houſe, or 
elſe muſt have ſtayed by the wall till the violence of the Wind were 
over, Sometimes it laſteth half a day, and ſometimes more, 

There are ſeveral Towns in Shorland, 0 called\, being about 
eight or ten houſes together , where they plow and ſow corn, as 
Oates, which is their chiefeſt Bread ; andif my memory do- nor 
much deceive me, there was 2004 Barley growing in my time, 
But the Land might be much improved if the inhabitants were in- 
dultrious ; thzy are like unto th2 idle /r;h, not improving any thing 
either by Se2 or Land , ſpending that in ths Winter which they- get 
Summer; although their Winter might be very pronmete unto 
them, if thzy were laborious and induſtrious, as the Hollander; are. 

The Goods and Commodities that are vendiblein Shorlandare 
Hooks and Lines for che taking of Ling and Cod, Nets for the 
of Herring, Strong-Beer', Bigket , Whzaten Meal , Salt, Peaſe, 
Fruits of all ſorts, Strong Water, Monmouth-Caps,and many other 
particulars, which is notnecdful! at this time to mention, . - * + 
. Inhabicames of the Iſland of Own uſually new Gen 

ney 
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Trade with to. Narwey , where they may-buy”” | 
Bots of all forts, and other neceflacies for their uſe. | ! oft 

With their (mall Fiſhing-Boats, called plrurcdus Huy 

the Main about wo or three ,' more or leſs , where 
Banks are that they lay their Hook and Lines for Ling and Cod z 
in one of theſe Boats Rowing =_ ewwo men Ak = ſomerimes eta pk 
according” to the largenc[s of the Boat , uſually bring to 
_ CC ————_—_— about fifty or ſoety Ling 


There are many Barrels of Herrings taken by the Inhabitants, 
with their ſmall Boats, in the Sounds , and at Seanot far from 


'Land , which are the pony of the Hollanders Buſſes ; for the 


Bufſes driving. at Sea , Skull or Shole of Hetrings , and 
then the Herrings flee nzar the Shore , and through the R 
where theſe ſmall Boats , with thoſe Nets they have , take them. 
But if they had better Tackling and Boats, they micht take five 
bundred —_—_— ___ _ would _ enrich the Iſlands, and 
encreafing © would augment his Majeſty's Revenue, 
v; was an eye-witneſs of Hollander Bos Fiſhing for 
Hetring on the coalt of Shortland, nor far from Out , one of the 
Northermoſt iſlands ; demanding the number of them , was in- 
formed by ſeveral perſons of quality , that th2 Fleet conſiſted of 
x Foo Sail , and that there. were above 20 Wafters, as they call'd 
them, which wete Ships carry ing about 30 Guns a piece , being 
the Convoys of the Fleet of Buſſes ; which ſaid Bufſes wete -of the 
burden of about $o Tun. | | ' 
There were alſo a (mall Fleet of Dogger- boats", which were of 
the burden of 60 Tun and No , Which did fiſhy onely with 


r0000d4t. in hind; and never been paid ordropyhr into the 
Exchequer ;/ as 1 could: hear-of is in Arreatages' above 
z590ded [. rat 1 ananetaantes-- 
£308." 2 _ ply 
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pily. forthe preſent: occaſions 'of , his- Majeſty, | + © 
t; A$for-the chgrzes.in Building), Rigging , and nk forth the 
es to Sea , with Nets and other Materials for' thz Fiſhing,” as 

alſs Dogger-Boats for [Ling and Cod, 1 refer to ſeveral in 
Printy-as, The Koyal Herring-Buſs Fiſhing; and, A Narrative of 
th: Regal Fiſhing , both ſer forth by Mr. Simou Snath , who is 
welt experienced in- tho affairs. 
., If God: would pleaſe to put-it into the heart of our Gracidus 
King andhis Sabjects to ſet aut: ſuch a Flegr of Buſles ; . as before 
mention-d, for the Fiſhing-Trade, b-ing in our own $eas, and on 
our own ground ; 'and that the Hollanders and all Strangers may be 
diicharg2d,. from Fithing. in thoſe Seas , and the Hambargers, 
Breamers, and Lubeckers , and all Strangers, from Trading in the 
Iflands of Orkney and Shot land , and that onely the Subjects of the 
three Kingdoms may! have th2: Trading, and Fiſhing, 14twould make 
our King, one of the greateſt Monarchs .1n the. world , *for Riches 
and Glory ;| and the Three Kingdoms the happieſt people in Chri- 
ttendom, and tizzre world not bz one wanting Bread ; but the h2arts 
of the Subjects would bz lifred up with praiſes to Cod and our 
King. nt 6 #9 - 
For it is well known, that Trading is the life of alt the. habitable 
world, and therefore much more-of thete 7 hree Kmgdoms , which 
are but I{lands , ' and ſo populous ,- that we are ready to devour one 
tha/other; and if Trading be not.encreaſed and maintained amongſt 
us. We ſhall in a ſhort time be the moſt deſpicable People in t 
world, -and,the \derifon of all Nations. | 

Having. in thirty years Experience in [Travelling "England , 
Scotland , 'and{reland , and other parts, bbſerved , That without 
Trading no Nation can ſubfiſt , which I humbly conceive I ſhall be 
able to make good againſt all oppoſers thereof , which are enemies 
to your Sacred Majeſty ,: and three Kin2doms : And that if 
there be not an increaſe of Trade powerfully carried on , we arean 
undone People , -as I ſhall make more fully appear by my erſſung 
Diſcourſe, 1 | | 

Now it is well known to all , who are not quite ignorant of the 
courſe of Trade and Merchandiſe, that the Traffick of Exrope hath 
been engroſſed into- the! hands, and carried on all along po 
V enetians, Genoeſe, Portugalls, Eafterlings, Hollander, and Eng- 
liſk; all which I ſhall briefly run . and ſhew hoy the failer. 
and decay. of -One , was the /original riſe to Another, till” the 


93 
.whole og eg 1s divided between the Hollanders ad us. -..” 
;;. 4 ſhall begin. with Vearee. That City therefore and (Gena at 
firſt, two pretty equal Common-wealths , by reaſon of that-nuis 
tual advantage they had one of another , and community of Trade 
to the ſane places, were counter-ballances one to another ; _ in, 
one thing the Vener1ans than the Geroeſe , in another the Genoeſs 
than the Venetians, being better tupphed ; for if the Yener:ans had 
better Shipping , the Genzeſe had richer Merchants y//anda greater 
Bank, and io they continued: Till Yemce diſdaining to be confin'd 
inſo narrow limits, as Was the campals of its City , encreafed its 
Dominion ,; and adding to its Power greater Induſtry, utterly undid 
the Gen-eſe , underſold them in their be Commedines, and ſo 
wore them out ; which they could well do, being better in this 


* continuance of time provided, as to Men, Mony, and all manner of 
- Provihons. 


Hence they made themſelves Lords of all the Trade of the 
Levant , comprehending in it Twrkey, part of Africk, and Italy : 
and by multitude of Ships of their own , tranſported the Commo- 
dities of thoſe Countries into Fravce , -England ,' and the Nether- 
lands. They made their way allo into.-the Indies, and all-over 
Perfia by their Caravans, and by Egypt and Aleppo returned thnce 
all kind of $iſks and Spices , and itold them at their own Rates, 
where ever they found the beſt vent, and (o thzy continued to do 
at exceſſive Rates , though not without extraordinary Gains , b 
reaſon of the difficalty of conveyance; ull the Portingals dl. 
covered- the paſſage to the /ndies oy the Caps of good Hye, 'rem 
ceiving in Exchange for thz Commodities ſo Bartered , the Staple 
Commodities of all the Countries they Traded to; Here in Eng- 
land they had for them Cloth, Tin, Lead, &c. and with which we 
our ſelves , by our own Shipping, cheaper , and with greater gain , 
might have ſupplyed /taly, Twrky, and the greatelt part of Afr 
- Hence al(o that State, at firſt confined to a ſ-w.ſcattzred Iſlands, 
on which by degrees they built their City , whither before they 
onely fled for ſecurity, came to encreaſe and groiy to that heighth in 
Which now it is, nay greater in all probability z for by the decaying 
of Trade , their Power and Dominion hath ſenſibly decayed. B 
the greatneſs of their Trade they enlarged the'r JuriſdiQtion , both 
upon the Levant Seas, and very high" into the Main Land, in 
Lombardy, Gracia , on the Dukedom of Milas ; conquered and 
purchaſed many confiderable Iſlands in the Mlorans "> as 
i "Y = 
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Zant ,. Cyprus , and other places which lay convenient , 
c firength and ſecurity of the Trade and Nr of that 


be tedious for me to recount how many. Colonies 
diſperſed over the world, and that fear and jealoufic 
other Kings and Emperors have had of its growing Rrength ; how 
thatCity was thought to have a defign upon the Soveraignty of 
1taly, and the many combinations to prevent. And all this 40 
have compaſſed f:om (0 (mall a beginning , onely by the extent of 
its Trade, as its neighbour Rowe enjoyed it by Rrength of Arms. 

After the Yenetians and Genoeſe , the Eaſterlings or Hance- 
Towns were Maſter of the Trade and Commodities tranſported 
from Moſcovy, Poland, Germany, Sweden, Pruſſia, De &c. 
and with them, by their abundance of Shipping, ſerved England, 
France, Spain, and the Low-Conmries. Aud that in regard of that 
continual need we had of the Commodities of thoſe parts or le, 
as Hemp , all manner of Cordage, Sope-Aſhes, Flax, Pitch, Tar, 
Maſts, Corn, &c. They received in return from us our Stapl 
Commodines, which by their own Ships, at their own Rates, 
—_— all over Exrope , when we for want of Shipping conld 
not : bat did ſee their exceſſive gains , and yet were forced: to be 
content. Even here in England they had very great privileges , 
mighty induleencies ; and our of that neceſſity we thought we had 
of thetn, finding by them the ſpeedieſt vent for our Commodities, 
weembraced them into our boſom , ſo that by degrees they began 
to 'be"yery potent upon the Northern Seas , and upon every 0c- 
cafion were ready to turn our enemies, the moſt dangerous, becauſe, 
as it were , ny Angie own bowels : Hence taking advantage, in 
their Shipping the Saxons, Danes , and invaded os ; 
and the Hance-T owns were formidable both to 7raly and 
France. But as their Trading decayed , ſo did aMfo their » 
and their Shipping being waſted , they hive the ſame 
neceſſity that others, once famous Cities of Mart, have done , and 
have utterly loſt all their power and Rirength by Sea. 

ThePortingal: diſcovering the way to the /ndies by the ("ape of 
good Hope , aprons offers of the whole Trade thither, 
and by the fame (tratagem and device undermined at once the 
the /onetia» and all the Hance-Towns , whereupon encreaſing with 
the firength of Spain, they made themſelves the terror of all round 
about th:m , and a very rich Nation and People within it - 
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This was the firſt rife of the Porringals , who lying fo commb= 
diouſly for Navigation, and a  inhetrtnns chun a. very 
cautelous people in the management of their affairs , proceeded 10. 
far , that Queen Eliz«berb of blefled niemory jealous of them, 
fearing leſt Spa;x ſhoutd joyn with them, and of their future great- 
neis , continnally encreafing by reaſon of its Traffick into the 
and Weft-Indies , for the ſecurity of ber ſelf, and ſafety of all her 
good Subjects, endeavoured to make her ſelf equal in| » and 
counterpoiſe them , if poflible , by the enl of the Trade of 
Greas-Britain, and this ſhe profecuted with ſo much vigour, and 
ſo- ſucceſsfully, that in a lirtle ſpace England had as great a Trade 
and Power by Sea, as either the King of Spaiz , or any Principality 
of E 
' But before hertime, in the Reign of King Edward the 6th. 
our own Merchants diſcovered the Trade into Moſcovy by the way of 
St. Nicholas, ever fince which time, in our 01 ipping we have: 
thence tranſported home all the Commodities of large and 
vaſt Country, formerly brought in by the Hancs-Toens , their 
Agents and Merchants. 

And whereas a'great part of thoſe ſame Commodities, as Ca- 
veer, Tallow, Hydes, &c./ are not vendible in England , — 
Bought . mr be again Sold or Exchanged , Need.and Uſe ha 
found a better Vent for them in /raly , and other parts of the Le 
vant, whereupon firlt began our Trade there; a Trade, which though 
it at firlt appeared very ſma'l and inconfiderable,increaſed in a few 
years to that heighth of Improvement, that within go or x oorycats 
we have wonthe Venzrians out of atl that miphry Trade they carrie 
from thoſe parts, or m Tarky, and altover < hriftendom. | 

So that by this / you eafily ſex how Trade hath flouriſhed 'and de- 
cayed in Genoa , Venice , the Hance-T owns , and Portingal,, the 
whole being now fallen; berwixt Us and the Hollander, eicher 
triving who ſhall: u'e means mot effetuali for: advancing the 
general Trade of its Country ; and:choughthe Hollander: 

Act and Induſtry better improved his Interett ,/ yet thar wherein h's 
Intereſt moſt li. s-may obviouſly appear, and wherein, in that very 
particular, we may, if we pleale, go before them, I ſhall thus endea- 
your to demonſtrate. (50 3 <6 

The Hollanders have not at preſent, neither ever had atiy othier 
means to- tiſe ro- this' greatneſs of Wealth 'and' Trade; but by be- 
taking themſelves. to Fiſhing, being a People of cor Rtarit Labout\, 

and 


[1] 
and: unweatied Induſtry ; a myltitude * in a Spot of.Land-; which 
doth not afford themi any Commodities fuficient to be the ground 
even of a mean, Trade. S143 1 
- They firtt begin, andall along have drove this Trade of 'Fiſhing,! 
being their Original of all Trade , upon our Coaſt , and' the Coatt: 
of Scotland, on which they employ thouſands of poor people , be- 
ſides others of a better Rank , making ſome Mariners and Fiſher- 
men, others they keep at work about the making and mending of 
N ets; others they employ as Merchants about the Tranſporcation or 
Exchanving_. of their Fiſh for other Commodities. $0: that - in -all 
Holland you ſhall ſcarce ſee one Begyar',” there being ſo many 
thouſand things, or particular Trades, or Imployments belonging to 
the Fiſhing-Trade, out of which they may tind a Livelyhoad. 

They employ alſo hereby great ftore of Ships ,- andin the indy- 
{irious management hereof , make us in Englazd at what cate. they 
pleaſe buy our own Fith. | = 

The great quantity of Herring every year they take , they tran- 
ſport = Detach? Melvin , Quinbrowgh, Leghorn , ne other 
parts; and with the Returns they make of them, buy Corn, Hemp, 
Hlax, Pitch, Tar , Clap-Enards, 'andother Commodities ; and in 
Holland ore them up into 4 Magazin » Whence they again diſperſe 
them into /taly , France, Spain ,'yea England, and: all over 
Ew | 


Filb, and the Fiſhing-Trade being the onely Stock upon which 
they continually live and ſpend, putting off molt there where they 
find the bet Rates; and this hath encreaſed their Shipping and 
Wealth , that now they have lengthned their power = £4 the 
World, and in moſt Countries have a conſiderable Stock. And this 
growing and encreafing of th-irs hath been within the ſpace of 70 
or $o years, andyet they are not come to their heighth , for every 
day they glory in ſome new addition to their Sway. Andif care be 
not taken of thionkeir growth, they will within few years not onely 
be Maſter of our Seas. but of our Trades too. © 113? 
- His: Majeſty hath mrs rs to take this into his 
Princely © ion , and if it aLOIgs ny 
management of thoſe Commuſſioners ready:itnployed .in 
the carrying, it on, I dare be bold to ſay the Hollanders- are at their 
Meridian. "7" 


©. For firſt of all, Exg/and is not inferior to the Nytherlands , nay, 


We are before them in all the Advantages both of Art and ag” # 


93 "A 
ſcituation of out Country @# ſuch , that for the :convenience 
between the Northand South , ſsthatit is fix'd ycavic/were, by Art 
and Nature, the fitteſt Staple for both -Nocthern |and Southern 

Secondly , our Ports and Harbours are fairer and ſafer, having 
200d Anchoring , and more in number throughout the thre2"King- 
doms , than any Conntry in Chriſtendom can boalt of. 

And then thirdly, which exceedeth, - we have valuable Comms» 
dities , as to the quantity and quality of them , fuchas are the ins 
tiching of all thoſe that trade with them. 

So that if we are not our own Enemies , and will but be a little 
induſtrious , one quarter of that will ſerve and be enough in Eng-+ 

- land, which is but necefſary and ſcarce ſuſficientin Holland ; adding 
thereto, providence for the employing our own Shipping , and not 
any Forreigners, we ſhall within few years have the greateſt power 
at Sea, and make our ſelves Maſter of all Trades; and the Hollay- 
ders a (ervant to that Wealth and Power , of which atpreſent he is 
the ſole Maſter. 

But for the quicker advancement of ſo greatandnoble a work , 
there is neceſſary to bz a Protetion and Favour of his Majeſty. to 
all manner of Trades , ſo that they be not carried on by Strangers , 
and ated by thzm, as at preſent it is in and about th: City of Lo#- 
don , there being, thouſands of them up and down the Suburbs , 
French , and Dutch , and others, who live as it were upon the 
nuines of the' poor fr-e-born Citizens , vey any- unmerchan- 
table ware, an at lower Rates thai any other honeft- Tradeſman 
can. An1 this I hambly conceive is the reaſon why Trading! hath 
been ſo bad and dead in this great City for theſe late years, 

But the prudence of his Majefty is fuch , and under hs -proſpe- 
rous Reign all things (6 readily beginto runin this old Chanel , 
that we doubt not but in a little time Trading: and Merchandize will 
do ſo too, and not be any fonger the burden of the Land for th: Jack 
of it, bur of the Sea in bringing ir hither. [3 

After men comes mony , and without this ſure Foundation, we, 
ſhall te abtz.to make any Superſituture'to Rand, 

There myſt be a Stock of Shupping , Mony, and Commodities ; 
for Commodities in Traffick will bring in more Mony', and Many 
commands ' alf Commodities ,' and to attempt this without both , 
ar at 1-aft on?” of chefe two; is like a'Soldier going to Bartel roy > 

Ex i1$ 
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to 
_ buying of Commocdities to Trade with, But in theſe latter years, 


ouncs. 

This being eff:&2d, and the Fiſhing-Trade carried on, will with- 
tr few-years make the greatelt Bank of Mony , and the greateſt 
Trade in the three Kingdoms, to be equal, if not greater , than any 
Trade or Bank of Mony in the world. 

For hereby great and valt ſums of mony, which are now con- 
fumed in continual Purchaſes, will be <xpended onely in and about 
Trade and Traffick in general ; and the belt ſecurity for this Mony 
will be a ſetled Bank, which all will of neceſſity uſe. 

' Having not readavy of thoſe Books which gre in Print concern» 
ing the Fiſhing-Trade , but referring to ſeveril Books that I heard 
of, andnor knowing the number of Buſles altotted or appointed 
to be bouaht or built , neither how they (hall be diſpoſed of as to 
their Ports or Harbours ; therefore I make bold to offer my judg.- 
ment. _ . 

Fhat a certain number of Bufſes be bought or built, as alſo 
Dogger-Boats; the number of Bufſes to conſiſt of 1060 . or 
1509, or thereabouts ; for that ſome years 15000 may as ſoon 
catch their Lading as 5oo, and therefore more conſiderable as to 
the charges of the three Kingdoms; for aſmall number of Buſſes 


- will not do the work. 


The Dogger-Boats which Fiſh onely for Ling and Cod ,, would 
conſt of 400, or thereabouts. G v* 
Theſe Bufſes and Dogger-Boats being fitted for Sea to proceed 
in their Fithing, that then they be ſent or appointed to ſeveral Ports 
or Harbours of the three Kingdoms , that he moſt convenient for 
the Fiſhing, And 


| po * 
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And that the Counties «SSIS Ports do belong to, © 
dough y irdery Arr or Sa or te Filing =," 
tually, we and Furniſhed'to | | in as Was | 
liver bthim. b v7; ul \J 4 \] ) \ L 4 
And if by reaſon that thoſe Counties , which have the moſt and 
beft Harbours, and that lie moſt convenient for the Fiſhing Trade , 
vill bear the 2reateſt burden,by realon the greateſ> number of Buſſes 
will be (ent to, theſe, Ports. 2 oy [oF IF 
Then thicdly, } humbly. offer.,. that the Undertakers gf the (aid 
Counties have, allowance out of the main Stock or, Bank of Mday, , 
jonable to their Charges. 4. 


- 


And 1 do further bumbly ona acenfhuning A Gar Fhary be 
8 Corporation made of all, the Adycnturers for Srnaeg ins-Ttade , 
- and that Merchants and Tradeſmen A Ang aha "3 , 
oration. Ns | 
F And that t' is Corperation be armed with large Privileges, and 
ample Immunities, for the Tranſportation of the 1aid Fith, 


I might have alſo told you of the Pilcher-Fiſhing , and for Ling 
and Cod on the W. it and North-Welt of E "gland , and that oreat 
Pilcher-Fiſhing, and Fiſhing for Cod on the Welt Coaſt of Ire- 
land, frequented by thoſe of Biſcay , Galicia, and Portugal; but 
they are to well known that 1 forbear to mention them. 

The Iſlands that belong to Scotland, and lie on the North,North- 
Wett, and Weſt of Scot/a:d,which are uſeful for the Fiſhing-Trade, 
are in number 94. _— HA , 

And whereas it is ctedibly reprted,, the above 220 Fiſher- 
Towns are decayed and reduced to extream poverty , for want of 
favour, ſuccour, and pro:eQion : Onthe contrary, by diligent eri- 
deavonring to make uſe of ſo great a bleſſing, asis offered unto us by 
the Seas, we might ina ſhort time repair thoſe decayed , and 
add both Honor, Strength, and Riches to our King and Country. 

The Premiſes being taken into ſerious confideration , —_ 
much to the ignominy and ſhame of our Nation, that God and Na- 
ture offering us ſo great a Trealure , even at our own doors, we do 
notwithſtanding negleR the benefit thereof. 
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